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Sir William Bull made an exhaustive canvass of the
Conservative and Unionist Members of Parliament
with whom the decision lay, and they found that if it
came to a vote, Mr. Long would be elected leader by a
majority of about seventy, Mr, Chamberlain's friends
were also bestirring themselves, and their opinion was
that if the issue were fought out the margin would be
narrow. At this point there took place an event which
could only have happened in England, and which
showed British public life at its best, Sooner than have
a division taken on the leadership of their party, both
men withdrew in favour of Mr. Bonar Law, who was
thereupon elected unanimously. It was a magnificent
gesture, and it put to silence those who had been
endeavouring to make trouble between the two pro-
tagonists, though it must always be a matter of con-
troversy whether the compromise was really in the best
interests of the party and the country. Mr, Chamber-
lain, at any rate, was to have differences with the new
leader at least as serious as those which he had
experienced with the old.